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anyone give his Jersey cows their diet of Anatolian pears ?
What of his canaries, zebras, retrievers, pumas, goldfish,
Barbary apes ?

Close by the study was his bathroom, where he had so
often and so anxiously attempted to rejuvenate himself
for his public appearances, taking milk-baths, rubbing his
skull and chin with unguents, drinking strange tisanes in
order to impart lustre to his eyes and firmness to his
step. He would never need such restoratives again.

He would never need the two thousand waistcoats, the
trunkful of neckties, the mountains of socks and collars, the
sackfuls of coin, the leather bags containing ^200,000
worth of pearls and rubies and emeralds, the chests
of mixed banknotes and medals for tips, and the
twenty thousand keys that he had hoarded in various
corners. Rubbish and jewels, they were all one* His
continual changes in the arrangements of rooms had been
purposeless also : there had been no point in walling up
doors, opening new ones, narrowing passages, making
windows and closing them again, keeping revolvers by
every divan (there were a thousand of them in the Palace)
and telling his servants to prepare a bed in one room and
then sleeping in another, in order to foil myth-assailants.
Such measures would not save him from the Committee.
He knew (none better) how easily inconvenient person-
ages could be conjured away ; and now the knowledge
horrified him.

Hanging in the corridor outside the study, a crude
picture in oils showed Midhat Pasha and his fellow
reformers dressed as foreigners : they stood in a boat,
offering gold to a group of naked girls posturing upon
the shore- It was supposed to represent the evils which
would follow the adoption of democracy, and some said